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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


70 THE LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF GREAT 
«BRITAIN. 


‘T Ax hot unacquainted that, ever since this book was first promised by way 
of advertisement to the world, it wan greedily coveted by a great many 
Set rn cis an ry es 
‘ofa more formal class, who thought it was calculated partly to introduce 
new and diverting curiosities in the way of superstition, and 

iy the secret intrigues and amours of one part of the sex, to 
the other part room to make favourite scandal the subject of ther 
and so to make one-half of the fair species very merry over the 
| a ee ated of ha wont But when they come to read 
- ig eheets, they will find their expectations disappointed (but I hope 
| 0 ete greed disappointed. They will find a much more 
entertainment than they expected. Instead of making them a bill of 
€ out of patchwork romances of polluting scandal, the good old gentleman 
wrote the adventures of my life has made it his business to treat them 
h agreat variety of entertaining passages which always terminate in morals 

} tothe elification of all readers, of whatsoever sex, age, or profession. 
of seducing young, innocent, unwary minds, into the vicious delight 
is too often taken in reading the gay and bewitching chimeras of the 
and in perusing the enticing fables of new-invented tricks of 
iow, my ancient friend, the writer, strikes at the very root of these 
ons, and shows them how they may be satisfied in their several 
ade who by the talent of the seeond-sight 
8 beautifully how nature is so kind frequently to im- 
‘minds of men born in the same climate with myself) can tell you 


a Forti ’ upon in a still worse way, in 

. ose Sohphodamacds osrteratapertaar in of 
lack arts, and involve all their consulters in one general partnership 
execrable guilt; or lastly, of imposing worst of ali on your own selves, 





EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


getting into an itch of practising and trying the little tricks of female 
superstition, which are often more officiously handed down by the tradition of 
eredulous nurses and old women, from one generation to another, than the first 
principles of Christian doctrine, which it is their duty to instil early into little 
children. Bat I hope when this book comes to be pretty generally read 
among you ladies (as by your generous and numerous subscriptions I have 
rood reason to expect), that it will afford a perfect remedy and a thorough 
eure to that distemper, which first took its rise from too great a growth of 
curiosity, and too large a stock of credality, nursed prejudicially up with you 


young longing desire to 

know who shall be her husband, and what time she shall be married, will, I hope, 
when she has read. in the following sheets of a man that can set her right in 
i astride purely by possessing the gift of the second- 

innocently to such a man than use unlawful means 

pare loka have his figure shown in their 


‘weeders, when all the business is to hunt superstitiously after a coal under 
the root of a plantain, to put under their beads that night, that they may 
dream who shall be their husbands. In order to shame them out of this silly 
but guilty practice, I do intend to have some spies out on that day, that shall 
discover who they are, and what they have been about; and I here give notice 
to the public that this ill-acted comedy (if it be acted at all this year) must 
begin, according to the rule of their superstition, on that day precisely at the 

‘of twelve. And so much for the pretty weeders: but as you (ladies) 
had several magical traditions delivered to you, which, if you put in 
exercise and practice, will be greatly prejudicial to your honour and your 
virtue, let me interpose my counsels, which will conduct you innocuoasly to 
the sume end which some ladies have laboured to arrive at by these impieties. 


you use preternatural mediums, which destroy the goodness of the courses 
which mature herself was taking for you, and annexes to them diabolical influ- 


Telate some other of these practices, which bare relation, of itself, after what I 
have said before, seems to me sufficient to explode them. 
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You must presently after go to bed. The aforesaid Mr Aubrey knew two 
gentlewomen that did thus when they were young maids, and they had dreams 
of those that married them. 

But a great many of the wittiest part of your sex laugh at these common 

itions ; but then they are apt to ran into worse. They give themselves 

up to the reading of the cabalistical systems of sylphs, and gnomes, and man- 

I would not have you imagine, ladics, that I impute these things as infirm- 
ities and frailties peculiar to your sex. No; men, and great men too, and 
scholars, and even statesmen and princes themselves, have been tainted with 

itions; and where they infect the minds of such great personages, they 

make the deeper impression, according to the stronger and more manly ideas 
they have of them. Their greater degree of strength in the intellect only sub- 
jects them to greater weaknesses, Such was even the great Paracelsus, the 
wonder and miracle of learning in the age wherein he lived; and such were all 
his followers, scholars, statestnen, divines, and princes, that are talismanists. 

‘These talismans that Paracelsus pretends to owe to ths excogitation and 
invention of honest art, seem to me to be of a very diabolical nature, and to 
owe their rise to being dedicated by the author to the heathen gods. Thus the 
cabalists, pretending to a vast penetration into arts and sciences (though all 
their thoughts are chimeras and extravagancies, unless they be helped by pre- 
ternatural means), say they have found out the several methods 
to the several planets. They have appropriated gold to the sun on the Sunday, 
silver to the moon on the Monday, iron to Mars on the Tuesday, quicksilver 
to Mercury on the Wednesday, tin to Jupiter on the Thuriday, copper or brass 
to Venus on the Friday, and lead to Saturn on the Saturday. The methods 
they take in forming these talismans are too long to dwell upon here; but the 
properties which they pretend belong to them are, that the first talisman or 
seal of the sun will make a man beloved by all princes and potentates, and 
cause him to sbound with all the riches bis heart can wish. The second 
preserves travellers from danger, and is favourable to merchants, tradesmen, 
and workmen. The third carries destruction to any pluce whore it is put; 
and it is said that a certain great minister of state ordered one of these to be 
carried into England in the times of the revolution of the government caused 
by Oliver Cromwell. ‘The fourth, they pretend, cures fevers and other dis- 
cases: and if it be put under the bolster, it makes the proprictor have trae 
dreams, in which he sees all he desires to know. The fifth, according to them, 
renders « man lucky and fortunate in all his businesses and undertakings; it 
dissipates melancholy, drives away all importunate cares, and banishes panic 
fears from the mind. The sixth, by being put into the liquor which any one 
drinks, reconciles mortal enemies, and makes them intimate friends; it gains 
the love of all women, and renders the proprietor very dexterous in the art of 
music, The seventh makes women be easily brought to bed without pain; 
and if a horseman carries it in his left boot, himself and his horse become 
invulnerable, 
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PREFACE. 















Tue formality of s preface to this little book might havo been very well omitted, || 
rere not to gratify the curiosity of some inquisitive people, who, I foresee, will 
| 7 2 paper lar aya ; 
the public has too often been imposed upon by fictitious stories, and some 
date, so that I think myself obliged by the usual respect which is paid 
Meee ai cies, bo nezeoa Cans By. ak Noten Wi cad 
ire to expect, und what they may depend upon, and yot with this caution too, that 
(indication of 111 naturo or {ll manners, if not both, to pry into a secret that's 
{rlously concealed. 

However, that there may be nothing wanting on my part, I do hereby assure the 
f that the papers from whence the following sheets were extracted, are now in 
in the custody ofa person of unquestionable repatation, who, Il be bold to say, 
pt only be ready, but proud, to produce them upon a good occasion, and that 
ke i as much satisfaction as the nature of this case requires. 

As to the performance, it can signify little now to make an apology upon that 
‘any further than this, that if the reader pleases, he may take notice that 
now before him was collected from a large bundle of papers, most of 
re writ in short-hand, and very ill-digested. However, this may be relied 
Hat though the language is something altered, and now and then a word thrown 
. cpression, yet strict care has been taken to speak the author's mind, 
lose as possible to the meaning of the original. For the design, 1 think 
“need be said in vindication of that. Hero's a dumb philosopher intro~ 






























if the world could be persuaded to look upon him with candour and 
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OR GREAT BRITAIN’S WONDER. 





EPITAPH. 





occasion of this Epitaph was briefly thus:—A gentleman, who had heard much 
of this dumb man, going sccidentally to the churchyard where he was buried, 
his grave without a tomb-stone, or any manner of memorandum of his death, be 
his pencil, and writ as follows:— 


i 


ag 


Near to this lonely unfrequented place, 

Mixed with the common dust, neglected lies, 
‘The man that every muse should strive to grace, 
‘And all the world should for his virtue prize. 
Stop, gentle passenger, and drop a tear, 

‘Trath, justice, wisdom, all He buried here. 


‘What, though he wants « monumental stone, 
The common pomp of every foal or knave, 
‘Those virtues which through all his actions shone 
Proclaim his worth, and praise him in the grave. 
His merits will a bright example give, 
‘Which shall both time and envy too outlive. 


Oh, had J power but equal to my mind, 
‘A decent tomb should soon this place adorn, 
With this inscription: Lo, here lies confined 
A wondrous man, although obscurely born ; 
‘Aman, though dumb, yet he was nature's care, 
Who marked him out her own philosopher. 
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And yet after all, though the poor came to 
town very precipitantly, as I have said, yet I 
; must say the rich made no such haste. The men 
| of business, indeed, came up, but many of them 
i did not bring their families to town till the spring 
came on, and that they saw reason to depend 
| upon it that the plague would not return. 
| ‘The court, indeed, came up soon after Christ. 
mas, but the nobility and gentry, except such as 
depended upon and had employment under the 
administration, did not come so soon. 
1 [should have taken notice here that, notwith- 
standing the violence of the plague in London 
and other places, yet it was very observable that 
it was never on board the fleet ; and yet for ome 
time there was a strange press in the river, and 
streets, for seamen to man the flect ; 
the beginning of the year when the 
plague was scarce begun, and not at all come 
down to that part of the city where they usually 
for seamen; and though a war with the 
Butch was not at all grateful to the people at 
that time, and the seamen went with a kind of 
seluctancy into the service, and many complained 
of being dragged into it by force, yet it proved in 
the event a happy violence to several of them, 
who bad probably perished in the general cala- 
| mty, and who, after the summer service wat 
| over, though they had cause to lament the deso- 
| lation of their families, who, when they came 
back, were many of them in their graves; yet 
they'had room to be thankful that they were 
Nlearried out of the reach of it, though #0 much 
| against their wills. We indeed had a hot war 
|/with the Dutch that year, and one very great 
(egagement at sea, in which the Dutch were 
worsted; but we lost a great many men, and 
| some ships. But, as I observed, the plague was 
2etin the fleet, and when they ‘came to lay u 
the ships in the 
to abate. 
Iwould be glad if I could close the account of 
ths melancholy year with some particular exam- 
|: ples historically; I mean of the thankfulness to 
God our preserver for our being delivered from 
this dreadful calamity. Certainly the circum. 
stances of the deliverance, as well as the terrible 
. enemy we were delivered from, called upon the 
|| whole nation for it ; the circumstances of the de- 
liverance were indeed very remarkable, as I have 
in part mentioned already, and particularly the 
dreadful condition which we were all in when we 
\| were, to the surprise of the whole town, made 
joyful with the hope of a stop to the infection. 
Nothing but the immediate finger of God, 
uothing but omnipotent power, could have done 
it, The contagion despised all medicine, deat 












id then, a few weeks more would have cleared 
the town of all and everything that had a soul. 
Men everywhere began to despair—every heart 
failed them for fear—people were made desperate 
through the anguish of their souls—and the ter- 
rersof death sat in the very faces and counte- 
nances of the people. 

lo that very moment, when we might very well 
| fy, Vain was the help of man; Tsay, in t 

tery moment it pleased God, with a most agree- 
Able surprise, to cause the fury of it to abate, 
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river, the violent part of it began || 





raged in every corner ; and had it gone on us it! 


even of itself, and the malignity declining, us 1 
have said, though infinite numbers were sick, yet. 
fewer died; and the very first week's bill’ de- 
Jereated one thousand eight hundred and forty. 
three, a vast number indeed | 
| It is impossible to express the change that ap- 
peared in the very countenances, of the, people 
|that Thursday morning when the weekly bill 
Jeame out. It might have been perceived in their 
\countenances that a secret surprise and smile of 
Joy sat on everybody's face; they shook one an. 
other by the hands in the streets who would 
hardly go on the same side of the way with one 
another before ! Where the streets were not too 
|broad they would open their windows und call 
from one house to another, and asked bow they did, 
land if they had heard the good news, that the 
| plague was abated ; some would return, when they 
|said good news, and ask, whut good news? and 
when they answered thut the plague was abated, 
land the Lills decreased almost two thousand, they 
would ery out, God be praised; and would weep 
aloud for joy, telling them they had heard nothing 
of it; and such was the joy of the people, thut it 
was, as it were, life to them from the grave. 
could almost set down as many extravagant 
things done in the excess of their joy as of thelr 
grief; but that would be to lessen the value of it. 
1 must confess myself to have Leen very much 
dejected just before this happened; for the pro- 
digious numbers that were taken sick the week 
oF two before, besides those that died, was such, 
and the lamentations were 80 great everywhere, 
that a man must have seemed to have acted even 
against his reason if he had so much as expected 
to escape ; and as there was hardly a house but 
mine in all my neighbourhood but what was in 
fected, ao, had it gone on, it would not have been 
long that there would have been any more neigh- 
|bours to be Infected ; indeed, it is hardly credi- 
































| made; for if I might believe the person whose 
calculations I always found very well grounded, 
there were not less than thirty thousand people 
dead, and near one hundred thousand fallen sick 
in the three wecks I speak of; for the number 
that sickened was surprising, indced it was asto- 
nishing, and those whose courage upheld them 
all the time before sunk under it now. 

In the middie of their distress, when the con- 
dition of the city of London was so truly cala- 
mitous, just then it pleased God, as it were, by 
his immediate hand, to disarm this enemy; the 
poison was token out of the sting: it was won- 
derful: even the physicians themselves were sur- 
prised at it: wherever they visited they found 
[their patients better, either they had sweated 

kindly, or the tumours were broke, or the car- 
buneles went down, and the inflammations round 
them changed colour, or the fever was gone, or 
the violent head-ache was assvaged, or soine yoo 
symptom was in the case; so that in a few days 
j[everybody wus recovering; whole families that 
|| were infeeted and down, that had ministers pray- 
ing with them, und expected death every hour, 
l.were revived and healed, and none died at all 
{out of them. 

Nor was this by any new mecicine found ent, 
jor new method of cure discovered, or by any ex- 
‘perience in the ogeration, which the physicians 















































ble what dreadful havoc the last three weeks had; 
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or surgeons attained to; but it was evidently from 
the secret invisible hand of Him that had at first 
sent this disease as a judgment upon us; and let 
the atheistic part of mankind call my saying what 
they please, it is no enthusiasm: it was acknow- 
Jedged at that time by all mankind: the disease 
was enervated, and its malignity spent, and let it 

from whencesoever it will, let the philo- 
Sophers search for reasons in nature to account 
for it by, and labour as much as they will to 
lessen the debt they owe to their Maker; those 
physicians who had the least share of religion in 
them, were obliged to acknowledge that it was 
all supernatural, that it was extraordinary, and 
‘that no account could be given of it. 

If I should say that this {s a visible summons 
to us all to thankfulness, especially we that were 
under the terror of its increase, perhaps it may 
be thought by some, after the sense of the thing 
was over, an officious canting of religious things, 
preaching a sermon instead of writing a history ; 
making myself a teacher instead of giving my ob- 
servations of things; and this restrains me very 
much from going on here, as I might otherwise 
do; but if ten lepers were healed, and but one 
returned to give thanks, I desire to be as that 
‘one, and to be thankful for myself. 

Nor will I deny but there were abundance of 

eople who, to all appearance, were very thank- 
fal at that time; for their mouths were stopped, 
even the mouths of those whose hearts were not 
extraordinarily long affected with it ; but the im- 
Pression was so strong at that time that it could 
not be resisted, no, not by the worst of the 
people, 

It was a common thing to meet people in the 
street that were strangers, and that we knew 
nothing at all of, expressing their surprise. Go- 
ing one day through Aldgate, and a pretty many 
people being passing and repassing, there comes 
Pn ont afte end af the Minories, and looking 
alittle up the street and down, he throws his 
hands abroad, “ Lord, what an alteration is here! 
why, last week Teame along here, and hardly 
anybody was to be seen ;” another man, I heard 

















him, adds to his words, “‘tis all wonderful, ‘tis 





all a dream."— Blessed be God,” says a third 
man, ‘‘and let us give thanks to him, for “tis all 
his own doing.” Human help and human skill 
were at anend. These were all strangers to one 
another ; but such salutations as these were fre- 
quent in the street every day; and in spite of a 
loose behaviour, the very common people went 
along the streets, giving God thanks for their de- 
liverance. 

It was now, as T said before, the people had 
cast off all apprehensions, and that too fast; in 
deed we were no more afraid now to pass by a 
man with a white cap upon his head, or with 
cloth wrapped round his neck, or with his leg 
limping, occasioned by the sores in his groin, all 
which were frightful to the last degree but the 
week before; but now the street was full of them, 
and these poor recovering creatures, give them 
their due, appeared very sensible of their unex- 
pected deliverance; and I should wrong them 
very much if I should not acknowledge, that 1 














believe many of them were really thankful; bat 
T must own, that for the generality of the people 
it might too justly be said of thom, as was said of 
the children of Israel, after their being delivered 
from the host of Pharaoh, when they passed the 
Red Sea, and looked back and saw the Egyptians 
overwhelmed in the water, viz. That they rang 
his praise, but they soon forgot his works. 

T can go no further here; Ishould be counted 
censorious. and perhaps unjust, if I should enter 
into the unpleasing work of reflecting, whatever 
cause there was for it, upon the unthankfulness 
and return of all manner of wickedness among 
us, which I was so much an eye-witness of mp | 
self; Ishall conclude the account of this calm’ 
mitous year, therefore, with a coarse but sincere 
stanza of my own, which I placed at the end of 
my ordinary memorandums, the same year they 
were written :— 


A dreadful Plague in London was 
In the year sixty-five, 

Which swept an hundred thousand souls 
Away—yet I alive ! 
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Rector of St Margaret's, Lothbury, London; 
Prebendary of Canterbury ; and Chaplain to his 
Grace the Duke of Bedford. London: printed 
for R. Halsey, in St Michael’s Churchyard, Corn. 
hill. 1722" vo, ‘There were several editions of 
the wor 
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kind, Wherein is shown the Absurdity and In- 
pomrere a edn Doctor's Reasonings, and the 
inevitable consequent upon the Use of 
cold Water in Fevers. London: 1722" Bv0. 
‘The dedication to the ‘of Physicians, is 
rerigre ames Gorda an 5 but rene 
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pel ps ‘of another pamphlet in the controversy, 
entitled ‘ Flagellum: or a dry Auswer to Dr 
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Whether De Foe had any concern in these 
publications can be now only matter of conjec- 
ture. The cause of Dr Hancocke was taken up 
in ‘Remarks upon Remarks: or, some Animad- 
versions on a Treatise wrote by one who calls 
himself Dr Gardner, others say Daniel De Foe, 
Entitled ‘Remarks on Febrifugum Magn, 
wrote by the Rev. Dr Hancocke, for the general 
Good of Mankind.’ The Remarker’s Dedicatioa 
to the President, Censors, and others of the Col- 
lege of Physicians considered, and of the Rex 
as good 










rder as the Falsehood and confused 
Natare of the said Pamphlet would admit, with- 
out Partiality or Respect of Persons. To which 
some Accounts are added, of the Use and Abuse 
of Common Water in many Distampers, not 
taken Notice of by any of them. With an Hudi- 
brastick Reply subjoined, by Way of Appendit 
to the sarcastical Gabriel’ Jobn's Fiagalae, ore, 
Dry Answer to Dr Hancocke's wonderfully Co- 
mical liquid Book, &c. London: printed by 8 



















Hanoocke’s wonderfully comical liquid Book, 
which he merrily cal Ferree fognun, ke. 
Second Edition. London: T. Warner.’ 1798. | 


Collins, and sold by J. Isted, T. Crouch, &o." 
8vo. Nodate. The pamphlet bearing this sin. 
gular title is a more farrago of abuso and ab- 
surdity. 
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Rector of St Margaret’s, Lothbury, London; 
Prebendary of Canterbury ; and Chaplain to his 
Grace the Duke of London: printed 
for R. Halsey, in St Michael's Churchyard, Cora. 
hill. 1722” 8vo, There were several editions of 
the work ; the first must have appeared as early 
as 1720, as in that year the French biographer, 
Niceron, published a French translation, which 
alto pasted through several editions, ‘The work 
being popular, it was soon replied to in « Re- 
marks upon Febrifugum Magnum, wrote by the 
Rev. Dr Hancocke, for the general Good of Man- 
kind, Wherein is shown the Absurdity and 
consistency of the Doctor's Reasonings and the 
inevitable juent upon the Use 
‘oid Water Ino Fevers, Londos, 1723." Sra, 
‘The dedication to the College of Physicians, is 
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Hancock wonderfully comical liquid Book, 
which he merrily calle Fijuren Magnan, ee 
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To 
THE RIGHT HON. SPENCER LORD COMPTON, 
BARON OF WILMINGTON, 


KNIGHT OF THE BATH, AND ONE OF HIS MAJESTY’S MOST 
HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL, 


Ir was my fortune, my Lord, in my juvenile years, Musas cum marte commu- 
tare; and truly I have reason to blush when I consider the small advantage I have 
reaped from that change. But lest it should be imputed to my want of merit, I have 
wrote these ‘ Memoirs,’ and leave the world to judge of my deserts. They are not sct 
forth by any fictitious stories, nor embellished with rhetorical flourishes; plain truth 
is certainly most becoming the character of an old soldier. Yet let them be never s0 
meritorious, if not protected by some noble patron, some persons may think them to 
be of no value. 

To you, therefore, my Lord, I present them; to you, who have so eminently 
distinguished yourself, and whose wisdom has been s0 conspicuous to the late repre- 
sentatives of Great Britain, that each revolving age will speak in your praise; and if 
you vouchsafe to be the Mecwnas of these ‘Memoirs,’ your name will give them 
mfficient sanction. 

An old soldier I may ‘truly call myself, and my family allows me the title of a 
gentleman; yet I have seen many favourites of fortune, without being able to discern 
why they should be so happy, and myself so unfortunate. But let not that discourage 
your Lordship from receiving these my ‘ Memoirs’ into your patronage ; for the un- 
happy cannot expect favour but from those who are endued with generous souls. 

Give me leave, my Lord, to congratulate this good fortune, that neither Whig 
nor Tory (in this complaining age) have found fault with your conduct. Your family 
hus produced heroes in defence of injured kings; and you, when it was necessary, have 
ts nobly adhered to the cause of liberty. 

th My Lorn, 
Your Lordship’s most obedient, 


And most devoted humble Servant, 


G. CARLETON. 











AUTHOR TO THE READER. 


Tax Author of these ‘ Memoirs’ began early to distinguish himself in martial 
affairs, otherwise he could not have seen such variety of actions, both by sea and land. 
After the last Dutch war he went into Flanders, where he not only served under the 
command of his Highness the Prince of Orange, whilst he was Generalissimo of the 
Dutch forces, but likewise all the time he reigned King of Great Britain. Most of 
the considerable passages and events which happened during that time are contained 
in the former part of this book. 

In the year 1705 the regiment in which he served as captain was ordered to 
embark for the West Indies; and he, having no inclination to go thither, changed 
with an half-pay captain; and being recommended to the Earl of Peterborough by 
the late Lord Cutts, went with him upon that noble expedition into Spain. 

‘When the forces under his Lordship’s command were landed near Barcelona, the 
siege of that place was thought by several impracticable, not only for want of expe- 
rienced engineers, but that the besieged were as numerous as the besiegers; yet 
the courage of that brave earl surmounted those difficulties, and the siege was 
resolved upon. 

Our author having obtained, by his long service, some knowledge of the practical 
part of an engineer, and seeing at that critical time the great want of such, readily 
acted as one, which gave him the greater opportunity of being an eye-witness of his 
Lordship’s actions; and consequently made him capable of setting them forth in these 
his ‘Memoirs.’ 

It may not be, perhaps, improper to mention, that the Author of these ‘Memoirs’ 
was born at Ewelme, in Oxfordshire, descended from an ancient and honourable 
family. The Lord Dudley Carleton, who died Secretary of State to King Charles I, 
was his great uncle; and in the same reign his father was Envoy at the Court of 
Madrid, whilst his uncle, Sir Dudley Carleton, was ambassador to the States of 
Holland; men in those days respected both for their abilities and loyalty. 








PREFACE. 


Fron an anecdote in Boswell’s ‘ Life of Johnson’ we are referred to the following 
‘Memoirs’ for the best account of the military achievements of the Earl of Peterborough. 
“The best account of Lord Peterborough that I have happened to meet with is in 
Captain Carleton’s ‘Memoirs. Carleton was descended of an officer who had dis- 
tinguished himself at the siege of Derry.* He was an officer, and, what was rare at 
that time, had some knowledge in engineering. Johnson said he had never heard of 
the book. Lord Elliot had a copy at Port Elliot ; but, after a good deal of inquiry, 
procured a copy in London, and sent it to Johnson, who told Sir Joshua Reynolds that 
he was going to bed when it came, but was so much pleased with it that he sat up till 
he read it through, and found in it such an air of truth that he could not doubt its 
authenticity; adding, with a smile, in allusion to Lord Elliot’s having recently been 
raised to the Peerage, ‘I did not think a young Lord could have mentioned to me 
book in the English history that was not known to me.’ "—Boswell’s ‘Life of 
Johnson.’ 

A short sketch of the life of this celebrated General may be no unpleasing 
imtrodnction to a volume which derives its chief value from narrating his glorious 
successes 

Charles Mordaunt, afterwards Earl of Peterborough, was born in 1658, and in 
June 1675 succeeded to the title of Lord Mordaunt and estate of his family. He was 
educated in the navy, and in his youth served with the Admirals Torrington and Nar- 
borough in the Mediterranean. In 1680 he accompanied the Earl of Plymouth in the 
expedition to Tangier, where he distinguislied himself against the Moors. 

In the succeeding reign Lord Mordaunt opposed the repeal of the Test Act in 
the House of Lords ; and having thus become obnoxious to the Court, obtained liberty 





© Mackenzie, in his ‘Narrative of the Siege of Londonderry,’ mentions no officer called 
Carleton. There {s, indeed, a Colonel Crofton frequently spoken of. But as Carleton himself 
served in the great Duteh war of 1665, we can hardly suppose him descended of 9 person distin- 
guished by feats of arms in 1688, 
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to go into the Dutch service. When he arrived in Holland he was, as we learn from 
Burnet, amongst the most forward of those who advised the Prince of Orange to his 
grand enterprise. But the cold and considerate William saw obstacles which 
the fiery and enthusiastic Mordaunt; nor, although that Prince used his services ia | 
the Revolution, does he appear to have reposed entire confidence in a character 99 | 
| opposite to his own. Yet Mordaunt reaped tho reward of his zeal, being in 1686 | 
|| created Earl of Monmouth, Lord of the Bedchamber, and First Commissioner of the 
‘Treasury, which last office he did not long retain. He accompanied William in his 
campaign of 1692; and in 1697 succeeded to the title, which he husso highly distin 
guished, by the death of his uncle Henry, the second Earl of Peterborough. ’ 
Tn the first year of Queen Anne's reigu Peterborough was to have been sept out 
as Governor-General of Jamaica, but the appointment did not take place. In 
was appointed General and Commander-in-Chief of the forces sent to Spain, 
splendid and almost romantic service of placing Charles of Austria on the thn 
that monarchy. The wonders which he there wrought are nowhere more fully 
than in the simple pages of Carleton.* Barcelona was taken by a handful 
and afterwards relieved in the face of a powerful enemy, whom Peterborough 
pelled to decamp, leaving their battering artillery, ammunition, stores, provision 
all their sick and wounded men. He drove before him, and finally expelled 
Spain, the Dake of Anjou, with his army of twenty-five thousand French, altl 
own forces never amounted to half that number, All difficulties sunk be 
creative power of his genius. Doomed, as he was by the infatuated folly of Char 
and by the peivato envy of his enemies at home, to conduct perilous expedidon 
country ill affected to the cause, without supplies, stores, artillery, reinforo 
money ; he created substitutes for all these deficiencics,—even for the last of 
‘He took walled towns with dragoons, and stormed the caskets of the bankers of Gi 
without being able to offer them security. He gained possession of Catalonis, of 
| kingdoms of Valencia, Arragon, and Majorca, with part of Murcia and Castile, 
| thus opened the way for the Earl of Galway’s marching to Madrid without a 1 
Nor was his talent at conciliating the natives less remarkable than his military a 
|| ments. With the feeling of a virtuous, and the prudence of a wise man, be 
the excesses of his troops, respected the religion, the laws, oven the 
] Speniards; oui, eretic as he was, became more popular amongst them. thaw 


| strongly expressed it, “The only General who, by a course of conduct and 
almost miraculous, had nearly put us into possession of the kingdom of Spain, w 
wholly unsupported, exposed to the envy of his rivals, disappointed by the « 
"a young inexperienced Prince, under the guidance of a rapacious German 
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and at rast called home in discontent.”* The cause of this strange step it would be 
tedious here to investigate. One ostensible reason was, that Peterborough’: parts were 
of too lively and mercurial a quality, and that his letters showed more wit than became 
a General ; a common-place objection, raised by the dull malignity of common-place 
minds against those whom they see discharging with ease and indifference the tasks 
which they themselves execute (if at all) with the sweat of their brow, and in the 
heaviness of their heart. It is no uncommon error of judgment to maintain d prior: 
that a thing cannot possibly be well done which has taken less time in doing than the 
person passing sentence had anticipated. There is also a certain hypocrisy in business, 
whether civil or military, as well as in religion, which they will do well to observe, 
who, not satisfied with discharging their duty, desire also the good report of men. To 
the want of that grave, serious, business-like deportment, which admits of no levity in 
the exercise of its office, but especially to the envy excited by his success, Britain owed 
the recal of the Earl of Peterborough from Spain during the full career of his victories. 
The command of the troops devolved on the Earl of Galway ; a thorough-bred soldier 
as he was called; a sound-headed, steady, solid General, who proceeded, with all 
decency, decorum, and formal attention to the discipline of war, to lose the battle of 
Almanza, and to ruin the whole expedition to Spain. 

In June 1710-11 the thanks of the House of Peers were returned to the Earl of 
Peterborough for his services in Spain; and the Chancellor used these remarkable 
words in expressing them :—“Had your Lordship’s wise counsels, particularly your 
advice at the Council of War in Valentia, been pursued in the following campaign, the 
fatal battle of Almanza, and our greatest misfortunes which have since happened in 
Spain, had been prevented, and the design upon Toulon might have happily suc- 
ceeded.” 

In the years 1710 and 1711 the Earl was employed in embassies to Turin and 
other Courts of Italy, and finally at Vienna. He returned from the German capital 
with such expedition that none of his servants were able to keep up with him, but 
remained scattered in the different towns where he had severally outstripped them. 
He outrode, upon this same occasion, several expresses which he had himself dis- 

patched to announce his motions. Swift at this time received a letter from him, dated 
Hanover, and desiring an answer to be sent to him at his country house in England.+ 
Indeed, Peterborough’s characteristic rapidity of travelling was about this time cele- 
brated by the Dean in a little poem inscribed to him :— 

Mordanto Gills the trump of fame, 

‘The Christian world his deeds proclaim, 

‘And prints are crowded with his name. 





* Conduct of the Allies 
+ Swift's Journal to Stelle, 24th June, 1711. 
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In journeys he outrides the post, 
Bits up till midnight with his host, 
‘Talks politics, and gives the toast. 


Knows every prince in Europe's face, 
Flies lke a squib from place to piace, 
‘And travels not, but runs a race. 


From Paris Garette a-la-main, 
‘This day arrived, without his train, 
Mordanto in a week from Spain, . 





‘A messenger comes all a-reck, 
Mordanto at Madrid to seek ; 
He left the town above a week. 


is horn 





Next day the post-boy winds 
And rides through Dover in the morn: 
‘Mordanto’s landed from Leghorn, 


Mordanto gallops on alone, 
‘Tho roads are with his followers strown, 
‘This breaks a girth, and that a bone. 


His body active as his mind, 
Returning sound in limb and wind, 
Except some leather lost behind. 


A skeleton in outward figure; 
His meagre corpse, though full of vigour, 
Would halt behind him, were it bigger. 


‘So wonderful his expedition, 
‘When you have not the least suspicion, 
He's with you like an apparition, 


Shines in all climates like a star; 
In senates bold, and fierce in war; 
A land commander, and a tar: 


Heroic actions early bred in, 
Ne'er to be match’d in modern reading, 
But by his namesake, Charles of Sweden. 


Peterborough’s haste was, in 1711, probably stimulated by the interest he took 
in the great public discussions on the policy of continuing the war with France. He 
argued in the affirmative with great ability, but without success. Although a strenuod 
Whig in principle, he was disliked by most of his own party, and greatly caressed ia | 
consequence by the Tories. After his return to England, he obtained the regiment of 
Royal Horse Guards, and the honours of the Garter, being installed 4th August, 
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1713, In November following, we find the Earl British Plenipotentiary to the King 
of Sicily and other Italian potentates; and in March 1713-14, he was appointed 
Governor of the island of Minorca. 

Under George I and George Il the Earl of Peterborough was General of the 
marine forees in Great Britain. : 

In October, 1785, he found it necessary to set sail for Lisbon for recovery of his 
health ; “‘ No body,” to use Pope's expression, “ being so much wasted, no soul being 
more alive.” He was cat in the bladder for a suppression of urine; immediately after 
which cruel operation he took coach, and travelled no less a journey than from Bristol 
to Southampton, “like a man,” says the same poet, “ determined neither to live nor 
die like any other mortal.” He died on his voyage to Lisbon, 25th October, 1735, 
aged seventy-seven. 

The Earl of Peterborough was twice married, and left two sons and a daughter 
by his first wife. 

To all the talents of a general and negociator this wonderful man added those 
belonging to a literary character. He associated with all the wits of Queen Anne's 
reign, was a lively poet, and his familiar letters are read to advantage amongst those 
of Gay, Arbuthnot, Swift, and Pope. He lived in great intimacy with the last, who 


boasts, that 
He whose lightning pierced the Iberian lines, 


Now forms my quincunx, and now ranks my vines, 
Or tames the genius of the stubborn plain, 
Almost as quickly as he conquered Spain. 


To Pope, Peterborough bequeathed on his death-bed his watch, a present from 
the King of Sardinia, that, as he expressed it, his friend might have something to 
put him every day in mind of him. 

The frame in which were lodged such comprehensive talents was thin, short, 
spare, and well calculated to endure the eternal fatigue imposed by the restless tenant 
within. The famous lines of Dryden might be happily applied to the Earl of Peter- 
borough : 





A fiery soul, which, working out its way, 
Fretted the pigmy body to decay, 
And o'er informed the tenement of clay. 








His face, judging from the priot in Dr Birch’s ‘ Lives,’ was thin; his eye lively 
and penetrating. Such was Charles, Earl of Peterborough, one of those phenomena 
whom nature produces once in the revolution of centuries, to show to ordinary men 
what she can do in a mood of prodigality. 

To this short sketch of the principal character in these ‘ Memoirs’ the publishers 
would willingly have added some particulars of the author; but they are unable to 
say more on the subject than may be collected from the work itself, and the original 
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preface. It is obvious that Captain George Carleton was one of those men who choose 
the path of military life, not from a wish to indulge either indolent or-licentious habits, 
but with a feeling of duty, which should be deeply impressed on all to whom their country 
commits the charge of her glory, and of the lives of their fellow subjects. There is 
a strain of grave and manly reflection through the work, which speaks the author 
accustomed to scenes of danger, and familiar with the thoughts of death. From his 
studies in mathematics, and in fortification, he is entitled to credit for his military 
remarks, which are usually made with simple modesty. His style is plain and soldier- 
like, without any pretence at ornament; though, in narrating events of importance, 
its very simplicity gives it occasional dignity. Of the fate of the author, after deli- 
verance from his Spanish captivity, we know nothing; but can gather, from some 
passages in his ‘Memoirs,’ that it did not correspond with his merit. While we hope 
that our present army possesses many such characters as the reflecting, manly, and 
conscientious Carleton, we heartily wish them better fortune. . 
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CAPTAIN CARLETON. 





Jacke, it would hardly have borse Proposing. to 
take ‘a place much stronger than 
| fares Teele it is, that his only hope 


eould suppose such an enterprise could enter || 
pon what 





» to ake the experiment, he took an 
¢pportanity, unknown to any person but an 
de-camp that attended him, and went out to view 
the fortifications; and there being no horse in 
that strong fortress, and the Miquelets being 
possessed of all the houses and gardens in the 





ion he made of the place 

f, the negligence and supineness of the gar- 

iso, together with his own uneasy circumstances, 

won brought the earl to a resolution of putting 

bis first conceptions in execution ; satisfied as he 

wes, the situation of the ground between | 
M and the town, that ie the fre or in| 
our possession, the siege of the latter might be 

undertaken with some of success, 

From what has been said, some may be apt to 
eonelade, that the siege afterward succerding. 
when the attack was made from the side of 
Monjonick, it had not been impossible to have | 
Prevailed if the effort had been made on the east 
tide of the town, where our forces were ut first | 
tacamped, and where only we could have made 
cur spproaches, if Monjouick had not been in 
tor power. But a few words will convince any 
w common experience of the utter impossibility | 
W mccess upon the east part of the town, 
though many almost miraculous accidents made 
& succeed, when we brought our battcrics to | 
bear upon that part of Barcelona towards the || 
west. The ground to the east was a perfect 
level for many miles, which would have neces: 
tated our making our approaches in a regular 
way; and consequently our men must have been 
eaposed to. the fall fire of their whole artillery. 
Besides, the town is on that side much stronger 
other ; there is an out-work just under 
of the town, flanked by the courtin and 
of two bastions, which might have cost 
our troops to before we could 
raised a battery against the walls. Or 

after all, a competent breach had 
se piece of work must it 
‘to have attempted a storm, against 
number of regular troops within | 
contrary, we were so favoured by the 
when we made the attack from the 
Monjouick, that the breach was made. 
town taken, without opening of trencher, 
our being at all incommoded by any 
the enemy ; as, in truth, they made not 
ring the whole siege. Onr great battery, 
sisted of upwards of fifty heavy canuon, 
from the ships, and managed by the 
ere placed upon a spot of rising ground, 
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|| served to preserve our men from the shot of the 
town, jose little redoubts, in which we had 
some field-pieces, flanked the battery, and ren- 
dered it entirely secure from any surprise of the 
enemy. There were several other smaller bat- 
terles raised upon the hills adjacent, in places 
not to be approached, which, in a manner, ren- 
dered all the artillery of the enemy useless, bi 
reason their men could not ply them, but wit! 
the utmost danger; whereas ours were secure, 
very few being killed, and those mostly by random 
shot. 

But, to return to the general: forced as he 
was to take this extraordinary resolution, he 
concluded the rendiest way to surprise his 
enemies was to elude his friends. He therefore 
called a council of war ashore, of the land-officers ; 
and aboard, of the admirals and sea-officers: in 
both which it was resolved, that in case the siege 
of Barcelona was judged impracticable, and that 
the troops should be re-embarked by a day aj 
pointed, an effort should be made upon the 
kingdom of Naples. Accordingly, the day affixed 
being come, the heavy artillery, landed for the 
siege, was returned aboard the ships, and every. 
thing in appearance prepared for a re-embarkment. 
Durlag which the general was obliged to undergo 
all the reproaches of a dissatisfled court; and 
what was more uneasy to him, the murmurings 
of the nea-officers, who, not 30 competent judges 
in what related to sieges, were one and all 
inclined to adesign upon Barcelona; and the 
rather, because, as the season was eo far spent, 
it was thought altogether improper to engage 
the fleet in any now undertaking. However, all 
things were so well disguised by our seeming 
preparations for a retreat, that the very night 
our troops were in march towards the attack of 
Monjouick, there were public entertainments and 
tejoicings in the town forthe raising of the siege. 
The Prince of Hesse had taken large liberties in 
complaining against all the proceedings in the 
camp before Barcelona; even to insinaations 
that, thongh the earl gave his opinion for some 
effort in public, yet used he not sufficient au- 
thority over the other general officers to incline 
them to comply ; throwing out withal some 
hints that. the general, from the beginning, had 
declared himself in favour of other operations, 
and ngainst coming to Catalonia ; the latter part 
whereof was nothing ‘but fact. On the other 
side, the Earl of Peterborow complained, that 
the boasted assistance was no way made good; 
and that in failure thereof, his troops were to be 
sacrificed to the humours of a stranger ; one who 
had no command, and whose conduct might bear 
‘a question whether equal to his courage. ‘These 
reproaches of one another had bred so much ill 
blood between those two great men, that for 
above a fortnight they had no correspondence, 
nor ever exchanged one word, 

‘The earl, however, having made his proper 
dispositions, and delivered out his orders, began 
his march in the evening, with twelve hundred 
foot and two hundred horse, which. of necessity, 
were to pass by the quarters of the Prince of 
Hesse, ‘That prince, on their appearance, was 



































enough to contain our guns, with two 
ways on each side the field, at each 


Hh 


told that the general was come to speak with 
him ; and, being brought into his apartment, the 
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wi we had raised a little redoubt, which 


jearl acquainted him that he had at last resolved 















































MEMOIRS OF 





ingly, he again felucca’d himself, and they saw 
nin bo more tll they were landed on the Mole 


in Barcelona. 

When the Earl of Peterborow first engaged 
himself in the expedition to Spain, he p 
to the Queen and her ministry, that Admiral 
Shovel might be joined in commission with him 
in the command of the fleet. But this year, 
when the fleet came through the Straits under 
Vice- Admiral Leake, the Queen had sent a com- 
mission to tho Earl of Peterborow for the full 
command, whenever he thought fit to come 
aboard in person. This it was that made the 
general endeavour, at all hazards, to get aboard 
the fleet by night; for be was apprehensive, and 
the sequel proved his apprehensions too well 
grounded, that Admiral Leake would make his 
appearance with the whole body of the fleet, 
which made near twice the number of the ships 
of the enemy ; in which case it was natural to 
suppose that the Count de Tholouse, a8 soon as 
ever the French scouts should give notice of our 
strength, would cut his cables, and put out to 
sea, to avoid an e1 ment. On the other 
hand, the earl was very sensible that, if a part 
of his ships had kept astern, the superiority 
might have ay ‘on the French side; or 
rather, if they had bore away in the night, to- 
wards the coast of Africa, and fallen to the cas 
ward of Barcelona the next day, a battle hac 
been inevitable, and a victory equally certain ; 
since the enemy, by this means, had been 
tempted into an engagement, and their retreat 
being cut off, and their whole fleet surrounded 
with almost double their number, there had 
hardly been left for any of them a probability of 














eocaping. 
Therefore, when the Earl of Peterborow put to 
sea again the second evening, fearful of losing 
such a glorious opportunity, and impatient to be 
aboard to give the necessary orders, he ordered 

rowers to obtain the same station, in order to 
discover the English fleet. And according to 
wishes he did fall in with it; but unfortunately 
the night was sn far advanced, that it was impos- 
sible for him then to put his project into prac- 
tice. Captain Price, a gentleman of Wales, who 
commanded a third rate, was the person he 
first came aboard of; but how amazed was ho 
to find, in an open boat, at open sea, the per- 
son who had commission to command the fleet | 
80 soon as he was entered the ship, the earl sent 
the ship's pinnnce with letters to Admiral Leake, 
to acquaint him with his orders and intentio 
and to Brigadier Stanhope, with a notification of 
his safe arrival, but the darkness of the night 

ed so great an obstacle, that it was a long 
time before the pinnace could reach the admiral. 
‘When day appeared, it was astonishing to the 
whole fleet to see the union flag waving at the 
maintop-raast head. Nobody could trust his own 








eyes, or at the meaning, till better certi. 
fied ‘by the account of an event #0 singular and 
extraordinary. 


When we were about six leagues’ distance from 
Barcelona, the port we aimed at, one of the 
French scouts gave the alarm, who making the 
signal to another, be communicated it to a third, 


and 40 on, as we afterwards sorrowfully found, 


and as the earl had before apprehended. The 








French admiral being thus made acquainted with 
the force of our fleet, hoisted sail, and made the 
best of his way from us, elther pursuant to orders, 
or under the plausible excuse of a retreat. 

This favourable opportunity thus lost, there 
remained nothing to do but to land the troops 
with all expedition, which was executed accord. 
ingly ; the regiments, which the Earl of Peter- 
borow embarked the night before, being the first 
that got into the town. Let the reader imagine 
how pleasing such a sight must be to those in 
| Barcelona, reduced as they were to the last ex- 
tremity. In this condition, to see an enemy's 
fleet give way to another with reinforcements 
fom England, the sea at the same instant co- 
vered with little vessels crowded with greater 
succours, what was there wanting to complete 
the glorious scene but what the general had 
jected, a fight at sea, under the very walls of the 
invested city, and the ships of the enemy sinking, 
or towed in by the victorious English! But 
night, and a few hours, defeated the latter part 
of that well-intended landscape. 

King Philip and the Mareschal of France had 
not failed to push on the sicge with all imagi- 
nable vigour ; but this retreat of the Count de 
Tholouse, and the news of those reinforcements, 
;s00n changed the scene. ‘Their courage without 
was abated proportionably as theirs within was 
elated, In these circumstances a council of war 
being called, it was unanimously resolved to raise 
the siege. ‘Accordingly, next morning, the Ix 
‘of May, 1706, while the sun was under a total 
eclipse, in a suitable hurry and confusion, they 
broke up, leaving behind them most of their ean- 
non and mortars, together with vast quantities of 
all sorts of ammunition and provisions, scarce 
stopping to look back till they had left all bat the 
very verge of the disputed dominion behind them. 

King Charles looked with new pleasure upoa 
this lucky effort of his old deliverers. Captivity 
is a state no way desirable to pereons, however 
brave, of the most private station in life; but for 
a king, within two days of falling into the hands 
lof his rival, to receive so seasonable and unet- 
pected a deliverance, must be supposed, as It 
eally did, to open a scene to universal rejolcing 
among us, too high for any words to express, oF 
‘any thoughts to imagine, to those that were pot 
present and partakers of it, He forthwith gare 
orders for a medal to be struck suitable to the 
occasion ; one of which, set round with dia 
he presented to Sir John Leake, the English ed- 
miral. The next orders were for re-casting all 
the damaged brass cannon which the enemy bed 
left; upon every one of which was, by order, ® 
sun eclipsed, with this motto under it: “ Magna 
parvis obscurantur.” 

Thave often wondered that I never heard any: 
body curious enough to inquire what could be 
the motives to the King of Spain's quitting bis 
dominions upon the raising of this slege; very 
certain it is that he had a fine army, under 
command of a mareschal of France, not vert 

iderably decreased, either by action or de- 
ser but all this would rather increase the 
! curiosity than abate it. In my opinion, them, 
though men might have curiosity: the 































question was purposely evaded under an appre 
hension that an honest answer must inevitably 
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fires Idea of the general than their in-| 

es to are ees 
face of a paradox; yet, if the reader 
consider, that in virtue bas had its 
he will easily solve it, at 
that he finds himself compelled to 


prevent his great services, were willing, ina more 
f subtle manner, to endeavour at the annulling 
of them by silenoe and concealment. 





the birt! 
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their reinforcements, amounted to no more than 
seven thousand foot, and four hundred horse. 
Why then, when they raised their siege, did not 
they march back into the heart of Spain, with 
their so much superior army ? or, at least, towards 
their capital? ‘The answer can be tl 
3 because the Earl of Peterborow had taken 
ident care to render all secure, that it 
was thereby rendered next to an impossibility for 
them so to do. That general was satisfied, that 
the capital of Catalonia must, in course, fall into 
the hands of the enemy, unless a superior fleet 
removed the Count de Tholouse, and threw in 
‘timely succours into the town: And as that could 
not depend upon him, but others, he made it his 








allow that those who found themselves unable to | 


and this | 
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|| the side of a mountain, wl 





thief care and assiduous employment to provide | 
those strokes of fortune to which he found 
again likely to be exposed, as he often} 
bad been; and, therefore, had he recourse to that | 
‘Ygilance and precaution which had often retrieved 
him, when to others his circumstances seemed to 
be most desperate. 
‘Thegenerality of mankind, and the French in | 
, were of opinion, that the taking Bar- 
cdoaa would prove a decisive stroke, and put a 
Period to the war in Spain; and yct at that very 
instant, I was inclined to believe, that the general 
flattered himself it would be in his power to give 
the enemy sufficient mortification, even though 
the town should be obliged to submit to King 
Pali ‘The wise measures taken induced me s0 
tobelieve, and the sequel approved it ; for the 
ail had so well expended his caution, that the 
memy, on the disappointment, found himself 
under ‘a necessity of quitting Spain; and the 
‘ame would have put him under equal difficulties, 
Id be carried. the place. The French could 
tever have undertaken that siege without de- 
Pending on their fleet, for their artillery, ammu- 
Ritlon, and provisions; since they must be in- 
eritably forced to leave behind them the strong 
towns of Tortosa, Lerida, and Taragona. The 
eu, therefore, whose perpetual difficulties seemed 
Tather to render him more sprightly and vigor- 
ou, took care himself to examine the whole 
country between the Ebro and Barcelona; and, 
wpon his doing so, was pleasingly, as well as 
sensibly fied, that it was practicable to 




















render their return into the heart of Spain im- 
possible, whether they did or did not succeed in 
the siege they were so intent to undertake. 

‘There were but three ways they could attempt 
it: The first of which was by the sea-side, from 
Tarangona towards Tortosa; the most barren, 
and consequently the most improper, country in 
the universe to sustain an army; and yet to the 
natural, the earl had added such artificial diffi- 
culties, as rendered it absolutely impossible for 
‘an army to subsist, or march that way. 

‘The middle way lay through a better country 
indeed, yet only practicable by the care whi 
had been taken to make the road so. And even 
here, there was a necessity of marching along 

ere, by vast labour 
and industry, a high way had been cut for two 
miles, at least, out of the main rock. The earl, 
therefore, by somewhat of the same labour, soon 
made it impassable. He employed to that end 
many thousands of the country people, under a 
few of his own officers and troops, who, cutting 
up twenty several pluces, made so many preci- 
pices, perpendicular almost as a wall, which ren- 
dered it neither safe, or even to be attempted by 
any single man in his wits, much Jess by an army. 
Besides, a very few men, from the higher cliffs of 
the mountain, might have destroyed an army 
with the arms of nature only, by rolling down 
large stones, and pieccs of the rock, upon the 
enemy passing below. 

‘The last and uppermost way, lay through the 
hilly part of Catalonia, and led to Lerida, to- 
wards the head of the Ebro, the strongest place 
we had in all Spain, and which was as well fur- 
nished with a very good garrison. Along this 
road there lay many old castles and little towns 
in the mountains, naturally strong; all which 
would not only have afforded opposition, but 
at the samo time have entertained an enemy 
with variety of difficulti and especially as 
the earl had given orders, and taken care that 
all cattle, and everything necessary to sustain 

















Jan army, should be conveyed into places of se- 


curity, either in the mountains, or thereabouts. 
These three ways thus precautiously secured, 
what had the carl to apprehend but the safety 
of the Archduke; which yet was through no 
default of his, if in any danger from the siege ? 
For I well remember, on receipt of an express 
from the Duke of Savoy, (as he frequently sent 
such to inquire after the proceedings In Spain), 
Twas shewed a letter, wrote about this time by 
the Earl of Peterborow to that Prinoe, which 
raised my spirits, though then at a very low ebb 
It was too remarkable to be forgot ; and the 
substance of it was, that bis highness might 
depend upon it, that he (the ear!) was in much 
better circumstances than he was thought to 
be: that the French officers knowing nothing of ; 
the situation of the country, would find them- ; 
selves extremely disappointed, since, in case the 
siege was their army should bo obliged to | 
abandon Spain: or, in case the town was taken, 
they should find themselves shut up in that 
corner of Catalonia, and under an impossibility 
of forcing their way back, either through Ar- 
ragon or Valencia: that by this menns. all 




















Spain, to the Ebro, would be open to the Lord 
Galoway, who might march to Madrid, or any. 
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ingly, he felucea’d himself, and they saw 
Daa eer they were landed on the Mole 
in Barcelona. 
i = = ead License hy engaged 
jimself in the expedition to in, he proposed 
to the Queen and her ministry, that Admiral 
Shovel might be joined in commission with him 
in the command of the fleet. But ¢! ar. 
when the fleet came through the Straits under 
Vice-Admiral Leake, the Queen had sent a com- 
mission to the Earl of Peterborow for the full 
command, whenever he thought fit to come 
aboard in person. This it was that made the 
general endeavour, at all hazards, to get aboard 
the fleet by night ; for he was apprehensive, and 
the sequel proved his apprehensions ton’ well 
grounded, that Admiral Leake would make his 
Sppearance with the whole body of the fleet, 
which made near twice the number of the ships 
of the enemy ; in which case it was natural to 
‘suppose that the Count de Tholouso, as soon as 
ever the French scouts should give notice of our 
strength, would cut his cables, and put out to 
sea, to avold an engagement. On the other 
hand, the earl was very sensible that, if a part 
of his ships had kept astern, the superiority 
might have appeared on the French side; or 
ther, if they had bore away in the night, to- 
rds the coast of Africa, and fallen to the 
ward of Burcelona the next day, a battle 
been inevitable, and a victory equally certain 
since the enemy, by this means, had been 
tempted into an engagement, and their retreat 
being cut off, and their whole fleet surrounded 
with almost double their number, there had 
hardly been left for any of them a probability of 
escaping. 

Therefore, when the Earl of Peterborow put to 
sea again the second evening, feurful of losing 




















such a glorious opportunity, and impatient to be |} 





board to give the necessary orders, he ordered 
rowers to obtain the same station, in order to 
discover the English fleet. And according to his 
wishes he did fall in with it; but unfortunately 
the night was on far advanced, that it was impos- 
sible for him then to put his project into prac- 
tice. Captain Price, a gentleman of Wales, who 
commanded a third rate, was the person he 
first came aboard of; but how amazed was ho 
to find, in an open boat, at open sea, the per- 
son who had commission to command the fleet ! 
So soon as he was entered the ship, the carl sent 
the ship's pinnace with letters to Admiral Leake, 
to acquaint him with his orders and intentions : 
‘and to Brigadier Stanhope, with a notification of 
his safe arrival, but the darkness of the night 
proved so great an obstacle, that it was a lon; 
time before the pinnace could reach the admiral. 
‘When day appeared, it was astonishing to the 
whole fleet to see the union flag waving at the 
maintop-mast head. Nobody could trust his own 
eyes, of guess at the meaning, till better certi- 
fied ‘by the account of an event so singular and 
extraordinary. 

‘When we were about six leagues’ distance from 
Barcelona, the port we aimed at, one of the 
French scouts gave the alarm, who making the 
signal to another, be communicated it to a third, 





and $0 on, as we afterwards sorrowfully found, 
and as the earl had before apprehended. The 


French admiral being thus made acquainted with 
the force of our fleet, hoisted sail, and made the 
best of his way from us, elther parsuant to orders, 
or under the plausible excuse of a retreat. 

This favourable opportunity thas lost, there 
remained nothing to do but to land the troops 
with all expedition, which was executed accord. 
ingly; the regiments, which the Earl of Peter- 
borow embarked the night before, being the first 
that got into the town, Let the reader imagine 
how pleasing such a sight must be to those in 
Barcelona, reduced as they were to the last ex- 
tremity. ‘In this condition, to see an cnemy's 
fect give way to another with reinforcements 
;from England, the sea at the same instant co- 
vered with little vessels crowded with greater 
succours, what was there wanting to complete 
the glorious scene but what the general had pro- 
jected, a fight at sea, under the very walls of the 
invested city, and the ships of the enemy sinking, 
or towed in by the victorious English! Bat 
night, and a few hours, defeated the latter part 
of that well-intended landscape. 

King Philip and the Mareschal of France had 
not failed to push on the sicge with all imagi- 
nable vigour ; but this retreat of the Count de 
‘Tholouse, and the news of those reinforcements, 
soon changed the scene. ‘Their courage without 
was abated proportionably as theirs within was 
Gated. In these circumstances a council of wat 
being called, it was unanimously resolved to raise 
the siege. “Accordingly, next morning, the Ist 
of May, 1706, while the sun was under a total 
celipse, in a suitable hurry and confusion, they 
broke up, leaving behind them most of their can- 
non and mortars, together with vast quantities of 
all sorts of ammunition and provisions, scarce 
stopping to look back till they had left all but the 

cerge of the disputed dominion behind them. 

‘ing Charles looked with new pleasure upoa 
this lucky effort of his old deliverers. Captivity 
eno way desirable to pereons, howeret 

brave, of the most private station in life; but for 
aking, within two days of falling into the hands 
of his rival, to receive so seasonable and unez- 
pected a deliverance, must be supposed, as It 
really did, to open a scene to universal rejoicing 
among us, too high for any words to express, oF 
any thoughts to imagine, to those that were sot 
present and partakers of it, He forthwith gave 
orders for a medal to be struck suitable to the 
occasion ; one of which, set round with diamonds, 
he presented to Sir John Leake, the English ad- 
miral. The next orders were for re-casting all 
;the damaged brass cannon which the ‘bad 
upon every one of which was, by ordet 8 



























sun eclipsed, with this motto under it: “ Magna 
parvis obscurantur.” 
J have often wondered that I never heard any- 


body curious enough to inquire what could be 
the motives to the King of Spain's quitting bis 
dominions upon the raising of this siege; very 
certain it is that he had a fine army, under the 
command of a mareschal of France, not ver! 
considerably decreased, either by action or de- 
sertion ; but all this would rather increase the 
curiosity than abate it. In my opinion, thet, 
though men might have curiosity- enough, the 
question was purposely evaded under an appre- 








hension that an honest answer must inevitably 
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|| render their return into the heart of Spain im- 


shaders ‘or maliguers, be will easily solve it, at 
the same time that he finds himself compelled to 
allow that those who found themselves unable to 
prevent his great services, were willing, ina more 
subtle manner, to endeavour at the annulling 
of them by silence and concealment. 


of the two contending powers. ; 
the birth of the lege, consisted of five thousand 
horse and dragoons, and twenty-five thousand 
foot, effective men. ‘Now, grant that their killed 
and’ wounded, er with their sick in the 
hospitals might amount to five thousand, yet as 
their body of horse was entire, and in the best 
condition, the remaining will appear to be an 
army of twenty-five thousand at least. On the 
other side, all the forces in Barcelona, even with 
their reinforcements, amounted to no more than 
seven thousand foot, and four hundred horse. 
‘Why then, when they raised their siege, did not 
march back into the heart of Spain, with 
10 much superior army? or, at least, towards 
thelr capital? ‘The answer can be this, and this 
aly because the Earl of Peterborow had taken 
wident care to render all secure, that it 
was thereby rendered nezt to an impossibility for 
them s0 to do. That general was satisfied, that 
the capital of Catalonia must, in course, fall into 








the hands of the enemy, unless a superior fleet 
removed the Count de Tholouse, and threw in|| 
succours into the town: Andas that could | 
Dot, upon him, but others, he made it 
chief care ‘and assiduous employment to provide 
those strokes of fortune to which he found | 
again likely to be exposed, as he often, 
tad been; and, therefore, had he recourse to that | 
and precaution which had often retrieved | 
when to others his circumstances seemed to 
be ~ desperate, 
e 











power to give 
the enemy sufficient mortification, even though 
‘the town should be obliged to submit to King 
lip. The wise measures taken induced me so 

and the sequel approved it ; for the 
ear] bad so well expended his caution, that the 
‘uemy, on the Seeprein mat, found himself 
ualer a necessity of quitting Spain; and the 
‘ame would have put him under equal difficulties, 
had he carried place. The French could 
tever have undertaken that siege without de- 
pending on their fleet, for their artillery, ammu- 
‘aod provisions; since they must be in- 
ly forced to leave behind them the strong 
of’ Tortosa, Lerida, and Tai a, The 
fore, whose perpetual difficulties seemed 
render him more sprightly and vigor- 
care himself to examine the whole 
between the Ebro and Barcelona; and, 
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possible, whether they did or did not succeed in 
the siege they were so intent to undertake. 

‘There were but three ways they could attempt 
it: The first of which was by the sea-side, from 
Tarangona towards Tortosa; the most barren, 
and consequently the most improper, country in 
the universe to sustain an army; and yet to the 
natural, the earl had added such artit diffi. 
culties, as rendered it absolutely impossible for 
an army to subsist, or march that way. 

The middle way lay through « better cou 
indeed, yet only practicable by the care wi 
had been taken to make the road so. And even 
here, there was a necessity of marching along 
the side of a mountain, where, by vast labour 
and industry, a high way had been cut for two 
miles, at least, out of the main rock. The earl, 
therefore, by somewhat of the same labour, soon 
made it impassable, He employed to that end 
many thousands of the country people, under a 
few of his own officers and troops, who, cutting 
up twenty several pluces, made so many preci- 
pices, perpendicular almost as a wall, which ren- 
dered it neither safe, or even to be attempted by 
any single man in his wits, much less by an army, 
Besides, a very few men, from the higher cliffs of 
might have destroyed an army 
of nature only, by rolling down 
large stones, and pieces of the rock, upon the 
enemy passing below. 

‘The last and uppermost way, lay through the 
hilly part of Catalonia, and led to Lerida, to- 
wards the head of the Ebro, the strongest place 
we had in all Spain, and which was as well fur- 
nished with a very good garrison. Along 
road there lay many old castles and little towns 
in the mountains, naturally strong; all which 
would not only have afforded opposition, but 
at the samo time have entertained an onemy 
with variety of difficulties; and especially as 














the ‘earl had given orders and taken care that 
all cattle erything necessary to sustain 
an army, should be conveyed into places of se- 





curity, either in the mountains, or thereabouts. 
These three ways thus precautiously secured, 
what had the earl to apprehend but the safety 
of the Archduke ; which yet was through no 
default of his, if in any danger from the siege ? 
For I well remember, on receipt of an express 
from the Duke of Savoy, (as he frequently sent 
such to inquire after the proceedings in Bpain), 
1 was shewed a letter, wrote about this time by 
the Earl of Peterborow to that Prinoe, which 
raised my spirits, though then at a very low ebb 
It was too remarkable to be forgot; and the 
substance of it was, that bis highness might 
depend upon it, that he (the earl) was in much 
better circumstances than he was thought to 
be: that the French officers knowing nothing of 
the situation of the country, would find them- 
ly disappointed, since, in case the 
their army should be obliged to 
abandon Spain: or, in case the town was taken, 
they should find themselves shut up in that 
corner of Catalonia, and under an impossibility 
lof forcing their way back, either through Ar- 
ragon or Valencia: that by this means. all 




















is doing 0, was pleasingly, as well as 
that it was practicable to 
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Spain, to the Ebro, would be to the Lord 
Galoway, who wight march to Madrid, or any. 
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they have begun to speak; the third, are those 
«ho only put on their hats, having spoke to him. 
The ladies of the grandes have also great respect 
skowed them. The queen rises up when they 
enter tho chamber, and offers them cushions. 

No married man, except the king, lies in the 
palace; for all the women who live there are 
widows, or maids of honour to the queen. 1 
saw the Prince of Asturias’ dinner carried through 
the court up to him, being guarded Ls four gen- 
tlemen of the guards, one before, another behind, 
and one on each side, with their carbines shou! 
dered ; the queen's came next, and the ki 
the last, guarded as before ; for they always dine 
separately. I observed, that the gentlemen of 
the guards, though not on duty, yet they are 
obliged to wear their carbine belts. 

Saint Isodore, who, from a poor labouring 
man, by his sanctity of life, arrived to the title of 
Saint, is the patron of Madrid, and has a church 
dedicated to him, which is richly adorned within, 
‘The sovereign court of the inquisition is held at 
Madrid, the president whereof is called the inqui- 
sitor-general. They judge without allowing any 
appeal for four sorts of crimes, viz. heresy, poly- 
gamy, sodomy, and witchcraft, and when any oro 
convicted, it is called the act of faith. 

‘Most people believe, that the king’s greatest 
revenue consists in the gold and silver brought 
from the West Indies, which is a mistake; for 
most part of that wealth belongs to merchants 
and others, that pay the workmen at the golden 
mines of Potosi and the silver mines at Mexico ; 



























yet the king, as I have been informed, receives 
about a million and a half of gold. 
The Spaniards have a saying, that the finest 


green of fruit in Spain is in the middle of 
jadrid, which is the Plaza or market-place 5 
and truly the stalls there are set forth with such 
variety of delicious fruit, that I must confess 
I never saw any place comparable to it; and, 
which adds to my admiration, there arc no gar- 
dens or orchards of fruit within some leagues. 

They seldom eat hares in Spain but whilst the 
grapes are growing ; and then are so exceeding 
fat they are knocked down with sticks. ‘Their 
rabbits are not so good us ours in England; they 
have great plenty of partridges, which are larger 
and finer feathered thun ours. Thoy have but 
little beef in Spain, because there is no gross; 
but they have plenty of mutton and exceeding 
good, because their sheep feed only upon wild 

t-herbs; their pork is delicious, their hogs 
feeding only upon chesnuts and acorns. 

Madrid and Valladolid, though great, yet are 
only accounted villages; in the latter, Philip 11, 
by the persuasion of parsons, an English jesuit, 
erected an English seminary; and Philip 1V 
built a most noble pulace, with extraordinary 
fine gardens. They say that Christopher Co- 
lumbus, who first discovered the West Indies, 
died there, though I have heard he lies buried 
and has a monument at Seville, 

‘The palace in the town stands upon eleven 
arches, under every one of which there are shops, 
which degrade it to a mere exchange. Never- 
theless, the etairs by whlch you ascend up to the 













} and noble gallery, the right band whereof leads 

to the king's apartment, the left to the queen's 
Entering into the king's apartment, you soo 
arrive at a large room where he keeps his levee; 
‘on one side whereof (for it takes up the whole 
side) is painted the fatal battle of Almanza. 1 
confess the view somewhat affected me, thavgh 
s0 long after, and brought to mind many old pas. 
ages. However, the reflection concluded thes 
in favour of the §| that we ought to er- 
cus their vanity in so exposing, under a French 
general, a victory, which was the only material 
‘one the Spaniards could ever boast of over as 
English army. 

In this state room, when the king frst 
every person present receives him with a pre 
found homage; after which, turning from the 
company to a large velvet chair by which stands 
the father confessor, he kneels down, and remaies 
some time at his devotion, which being over, he 
rising, crosses himself, and his father oonfesor 
having with the motion of his hand intimated 
his benediction, he then gives audience to al 
that attend for that purpose. He receives every- 
body with a seeming complaisance, and with as 
air more resembling the French than the Spanish 
ceremony. Petitions to the king, as with uy 
are delivered into tho hands of the secretary of 
state; yet in one particular they are, in my 
nion, worthy the imitation of other courts; 
petitioner is directly told what day be must come 
for an answer to the office, at which time he ia 
sure, without any further fruitless attendanes, 
not to fail of it. “The audience being over, the 
king returns through the gallery to his own 
apartment. 

J caumot here omit an accidental conversetion 
that passed between General Muhoni and myself 
in this place. After some talk of the bravery of 
the English nation, he made mention of General 
Stanhope with a very peculiar emphasis, “ But,” 
says he, “I never wax so put to the nooplus ia 
all my days as that general once put mein I 
was on the road from Paris to Madrid, and 
having notice that that general was going jast 
the reverse, and that in all likelihood we should 
meet the next day, before setting out in the 
morning I tovk care to order my gayest reg 
mental apparel, rosolving to make the best ap- 
pearance | could to receive so great a man. | 
had not travelled above four hours before | aw 
two gentlemen, who appearing to be English, it 
induced me to imagine they were forerunner, 
and some of his retinue. But how abashed aad. 
confounded was J, when putting the questioa to 
one of them, he made answer, * Sir, I am the 
person!’ Never did moderation put vanity mere 
out of countenance; though, to say truth, | 
could not but think his dress as much too plaid 
for General Stanhope as I at that junctun 
thought my own too gay for Mahoni. “But” ' 
added he, “that great man had too many t |! 
ward great endowments to stand in need of my 
outside decoration.” 

Of all diversions the king takes most delight 
in that of shooting, which be performs with 
exactness and dexterity. have seen him 
himself at swallow shooting (by all, I think, 
lowed to be the most dimes, ‘and exceeding at 





























lever saw. The last time I had the honour t 
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river Ebro, being the capital of Arragon. It is |“ Tibi laus, tibi honor, tibi sit gloria, O gloriosa 
‘avery ancleat city, and contains fourteen great || Trinitas, quia tu dedisti mihi hane opportu 
churches and twelve convents. The church of|| nitatem, omnes has res gestas recordandi. No- 
the Lady of the Pilla is frequented by pilgrims | men tate sit benedictom, per smenla seeu- 
almost all countries; it was ancicntly al] lorum.” Amen. 

Roman colony. 
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PREFACE. 


the story of any private man’s adventures in the world were worth making 
ad were acceptable when published, the Editor of this account thinks this will 


wonders of this man’s life exceed all that (he thinks) is to be found extant ; 
f one man being scarce capable of s greater variety. 
story is told with modesty, with seriousness, and with a religious application of 
the uses to which wise men always apply them, viz. to the instruction of others 
xample, and to justify and honour the wisdom of Providence in all the variety 
reumstances, let them happen how they will. 

Editor believes the thing to be a just history of fact; neither is there any 
ice of fiction in it; and however thinks, because all such things are disputed, 
improvement of it, as well to the diversion as to the instruction of the reader, 
he same ; and as such, he thinks, without farther compliment to the world, he 
m a great service in the publication. 
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in Hamburgh, Icame from thence overland to 
the Hague, where I embarked in the packet, and 
arrived in’ London the 10th of January, 1705, 
having been gone from England ten years and 
nine months. 

And here, resolving to harass myself no more, 


| {am Preparing for a looger journey than all 

these—having lived seventy-two years a life of 
| infinite variety, and learned sufficiently to know 

tbe value of retirement, and the blessing of end- 
Ing our days in peace, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I aust have made very little use of my solitary and wandering years if, after such 
ascene of wonders, as my life may be justly called, I had nothing to say, and hed made 
no observations which might be usefal and instructing, as well as pleasant and diverting, 
to those that are to come after me. 
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all a vision or apparition that opened the door, 
and that it was a voice that had spoken to him, 
of what kind he knew not; and the reflection 
upon this surprised him so much as threw him 


* into a swoon, and yet here was neither vision or 


voice, but that of an ordinary person, and one 
who meant well and sald well. 

It is not to be doubted but that many an ap- 
parition related with a great deal of certainty in 
the world, and of which good ends have followed, 
iss been no more than such a serious mistake as 
this, 

But before I leave it, let me observe that this 
should not at all hinder us from making a very 
good use of such things; for many a voice may 
be directed from heaven that is not immediately 

oken from thence ; as when the children cried 

josannah to our Saviour, they fuléiled the Scrip- 
ture, which said, Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings thou has ordained praise ; 90 doubtless 
He that made all things and created all things, 
may appoint instruction to be given by fortuitous 
accidents, and may direct concurring circum- 
‘tances to touch and affect the mind as much 














7 
and as effectually as if they had been immediate 
and miraculont. : 

jus was two} to ‘the 
same words to the athelat the seunge reedigg of 
those lines when the ‘came into the book- 
seller's shop, the incident of his running 
shop for shelter, and many th 
same nature, and ordered in th 





pe 
the cock, croning vies Peter denied Christ, which, 

lly concurrent with what his 
blessed Blaster had foretold, 




















THE 


LIFE, ADVENTURES, AND PIRACIES 


OF THE FAMOUS 


CAPTAIN SINGLETON; 


CONTAINING 


AN ACCOUNT OF 
HIS BEING SET ON SHORE IN 
‘THE ISLAND OF MADAGASCAR, HIS SETTLEMENT 
THERE, WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE PLACE AND INHABITANTS; 
OF HIS PASSAGE FROM THENCE IN A PARAQUAY TO THE MAIN LAND OF AFRICA, 
WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE CUSTOMS AND MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE, HIS GREAT 
ANCES FROM THE BARBAROUS NATIVES AND WILD BEASTS; OF HIS MEETING WITH AN 
ENGLISHMAN, A CITIZEN OF LONDON, AMONG THE INDIANS; THE OREAT RICHES 
HE ACQUIRED, AND HIS VOYAGE HOME TO ENGLAND; AS ALSO CAPTAIN 
SINGLETON'S RETURN TO SEA, WITH AN ACCOUNT oF HIS 
MANY ADVENTURES AND PIRACIES WITH THE 
FAMOUS CAPTAIN AVERY 
AND OTHERS, 














LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR 
BROTHERTON, AT THE BLACK BULL IN CORNHILL; T. GRAVES, IN ST JAMESS STREET; 


A. DODD, AT THE PEACOCK, WITHOUT TEMPLE BAR; AND T. WARNER, 
AT THE BLACK BOY IN PATERNOSTER ROW. 


mpcexx. 











LONDON: 
TED BY CHARLES REYWRLL, LITELE POLTENEY SYRRET} 


aup 
PUBLISHED BY J. CLEMENTS, AT 21 AvD 22, Im THE SAME STRERT. 
mpcecxt, 




















LIFE, ADVENTURES, AND PIRACIES 


oF 


CAPTAIN SINGLETON. 


CHAPTER I. 


DESCRIPTION OF MY ORIOINe—T AM STOLEN IW 
INFANCY, AND SOLD TO A OIPSY.—= AT TWELVE 
YEARS OLD THY MASTER OF A SITTP canniEs 
ME WITH ME TO MEWFOUXDLAWK—Wwe ANE 
TARE BY AM ALOERINE,—RETAREN DY Tu 
PORTUGUEEZ,—-AN OLD FILOT FARES CHAROE 
OF ME WITH WHOM T MAKE & VOYAGE, AND 
WEOIN STEALING. —I AM CONCERNED EM A MU 
TENT, AND SEY OM SHORE Wit Five OF THE 
CHEW “TRANSACTIONS THERE. 


As is nsual for great persons, whose lives have 
been remarkable, and whoso actions deserve ro- 
cordiog to posterity, to insist much upon their 
origin: ive full accounts of their families, and 
the histories of their ancestors; s0, that 1 may 
be methodical, I shall do the same, though T can 
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in distress, signifying a generous mind, and a 
charitable ; and having resolved to 
make ber the object of my frst bounty, I did not 
saab bat I sbould purchase something of « 


myeell kind of a centre, to 
nee Thou tend in my future actions; for 
really a man that has a subsistence, and no resi- 
dence, no that has a magnetic influence 
upon bis affections, is in one of the most odd, 
uneasy conditions in the world, nor is it ia the 
power of all his money to make it up to him. 

Tt was, as I told you, two years and upwards 
that we remained at Venice, and thereabout, in 
the greatest hesitation imaginable, irresolute and 
tunfifed to the last degree. William's sister im- |/ 
portuned us daily to come to England, and 
wondered we should not dare to trust ber, whom’ 
we bad to such a degree obliged to be faithful ; 
and in a manner lamented her being suspected 


us. 
inst 1 began to incline ; and I said to Wil- 
liam, Come, brother William,” said I (for ever 
since our discourse at Bassora I called him bro- 
ther), if you will agree to two or three things 
with ‘me, I'l go home to England with all my 














a William, “Let me know what they 


“Why, frit, says T, “ You shall not dlsclose 
yourself to any of your relutions in England but 
Your sister—no, not one. 

Secondly, “ We will not shave off our musta- | 


chios or beards (for we had all along worn our 
beards after the Grecian manner), nor leave off 
our long vests, that we may pass for Grecians 
‘and foreigners. 
Thirdly, * That we shall never speak English 

in public before anybody, Your slater excepted 

‘ourthly, “ That we will always live together 
and for brothers, 

‘illiam said he would agree to them all 
with all bis heart, but that the not speakin; 
English would be the hardest, but he woul 
do his best for that too; #0, in a word, we 
agreed to go from Venice to Naples, where we 
converted a large sum of money into bales of 
Ik, left a large sum in a merchant’s hands at 
Venice, and another considerable sum at Naples, 

took bills of exchange fora great dea! 100 
‘and yet we came with such a cargo to London 
as few American merchants had done for some 
years, for we loaded in two ships seventy-three 
bales of thrown silk, besides thirteen bales of 
wrought silks, from the Duchy of Milan, shipped 
at Genoa, with all which we arrived safely, and 
some time after I married my faithful protectress, 
William's sister, with whom I am much more 
happy than I deserve. 
| And now, having so plainly told you that Iam 
come to England, after I have so boldly owned 
what life I have led abroad, it is time to leave 





























off, and say no more for the present, lest some 
should be walling to inquire too nicely after your 
old friend Captain Bob, 














